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SCENE:-  Fairy Land, on the upper side of a cloud.



ACT ONE 
 

SCENE:-  Fairy Land, which for the purposes of the opera, is supposed to be situated 
on the upper side of a cloud which floats over the earth.  The scene represents a land of 

ideal beauty, with fountains, trees, waterfalls, &c.  At L., is the Fairy Queen's bower. 

 

LOCRINE is discovered on an eminence R.C., up stage, which overlooks gap in the 
cloud. 

 



  OVERTURE    
ACT I  

1. OPENING CHORUS (Locrine, Darine and Fairies) "Oh, world below!" - 9 
2. CHORUS (Fairies) "Hail, Lutin, wondrous traveller!" - 26 
3. RECIT. AND SONG (Lutin) with CHORUS  - 35 

"One incident I'll tell that will appall"  
4. SONG (Selene) "With all the misery, with all the shame" - 48 
5. DUET (Darine and Zayda) "Man is a being all accuse" - 55 
6. SCENA (Selene and Fairies) "And now summon them" - 66 
7. RECITATIVE and DUET (Sir Ethais and Sir Phyllon) "By god and man, who 

brought us here, and how?" "This is some wizardry of thy design" - 74 
8. SONG (Selene) "Poor, purblind, untaught youths" - 82 
9. ENSEMBLE (Sir Ethais and Sir Phyllon)  - 101 

TRIO (Darine, Zayda and Locrine)  
RECITATIVE (Selene)  
COUPLETS  
(Sir Ethais and Selene) with CHORUS "With keen remorse" 
"Oh, gentle knights, with joy elate" 
"If my obedient pupils you would be" 
"When homage to his Queen a subject shows"  

10. ACT I FINALE:  SONG (Lutin) - 109 
RECITATIVE (Zayda, Darine, Selene, Ethais and Lutin) 
SONG (Lutin) with CHORUS 
ENSEMBLE (Fairies, Sir Ethais and Sir Phyllon)  
"The warrior, girt in shining might" 
"Nay, heed him not!" 
"Hark ye, you sir!" 
"Oh, gallant gentlemen" 

 
ACT II  

11. CHORUS (Fairies ) "For many an hour" - 142 
12. SONG (Zayda) "I never profess to make a guess" – 153 
12a. SONG (Selene) “Oh love that rulest” 
13. BALLAD (Selene) "Thy features are fair and seemly" - 164 
14. SONG (Sir Ethais) "When a knight loves ladye" - 172 
15. DUET (Darine and Sir Phyllon) "But dost thou hear?" - 178  
16. INCIDENTAL MUSIC   - 188 
17. SONG (Lutin) "Suppose you take, with open mind" - 205 
18. SONG (Lutin) with CHORUS "In yonder world, where devils strew" - 214 
19. SONG (Lutin) with CHORUS "When husband supposes"  - 221 
20. SONG (Darine) "Triumphant I!" - 227 
21. SCENA (Darine, Zayda, Locrine, Neodie, Selene and Fairies) -232 

"Thou art the source of all the ill"  
22. SONG (Selene) "Hark ye, sir knight" – 244 
23. MELODRAME - 248 
24. CLOSING CHORUS (Ensemble) "Pure as the air" - 250 
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Selene. Dear sisters, I bring news.  Ere very long 
Lutin, who, by the will of the great king 
To whom we all yield faithful suzerainty, 
Left Fairyland to join him in mid-earth, 
Will home return.  He is the only one 
Of our immortal race 
Who has set foot upon that wicked world! 

Zayda. Lutin returning!  He will set at rest 
Our wild and wondering theories, and reveal, 
In picture-painting words, the demon deeds 
Of  all the goblin murder-mongers that 
Infest that sink of seething infamy! 

Enter ETHAIS, a male Fairy, followed by PHYLLON, another male Fairy. 

Ethais. In truth, dear sister, if Man's face and form 
Were a true index to his character, 
He were a fearsome thing to look upon. 
But Man, alas! is formed as we are formed. 
False from the first, he comes into the world 
Wearing a smiling lie upon his face 
That he may cheat ere he can use his tongue! 

Darine. As we are formed? 

Phyllon.    'Tis so, in very truth. 
Dost thou not know that every soul on earth 
Hath, in our ranks, his fairy counterpart? 

Darine. His counterpart? 

Selene.   Aye, on that wicked world 
Thou, I, and all who dwell in Fairyland, 
May find a parallel identity - 
So perfect that, if it were possible 
To place us by those earthly counterparts, 
No man on earth, no fairy in the clouds 
Could tell which was the fairy - which the man! 

Zara. Is there no shade of difference? 

Phyllon.     Yes, one, 
For we are absolutely free from sin 
While all our representatives on earth 
Are stained with every kind of infamy! 

Zayda. Are all our counterparts so steeped in sin? 
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Selene. All, in a greater or a less degree. 

Zayda. What, even mine? 

Selene.    Alas! 

Zayda.     Oh, no - not mine! 

Selene. All men and women sin! 

SELENE, ETHAIS and PHYLLON retire up and exit. 

Darine.    I wonder what 
My counterpart is doing now! 

Zayda.     Some deed 
Detestable in its degeneracy! 
Best not enquire!  See, Lutin comes at last! 
He'll tell thee - so prepare ye for the worst! 

Enter LUTIN, appearing through the gap in the cloud as though rising from the earth 
below. 

















































































SELENE, ETHAIS and PHYLLON enter. 

Lutin. Attend.  Obedient to our King's command, 
I met him in mid-earth.  He bade me send 
Both Ethais and Phyllon down below. 

Ethais. Down to mid-earth? 

Lutin.    Down to mid-earth at once. 
He hath some gift, some priceless privilege, 
With which he would endow our fairy world, 
And he hath chosen Phyllon and thyself 
To bear his bounty to this home of ours. 

Zayda. Another boon?  Why, brother Ethais, 
What can our monarch give that we have not? 

Phyllon. In truth I cannot say!  'Twould seem that we 
Had reached the sum of fairy happiness! 

Selene. But then we thought the same before our King 
Endowed us with the gift of melody; 
And now how tame our fairy life would seem 
Were melody to perish from our land! 

Ethais. Well said, Selene.  Come, then, let's away, 
And on our journey through the outer air 
We will take note of it's inhabitants 
And bring you full account of all we see. 
Farewell, dear sisters - 

Selene. Brothers, fare ye well! 



ETHAIS and PHYLLON take leave of the Fairies and descend through the gap in the 
cloud.  Exit LUTIN. 

Zayda. Now here's a riddle that I cannot solve:- 
Why do these mortals bear their weight of woe 
When they can end it at their will?  They need 
Not live unless they like.  Nevertheless, 
With swords and daggers hanging at their sides, 
With drowning seas and rivers at their feet, 
With deadly poisons in their very grasp, 
Men live, and live - and seem to like to live! 

Darine. How strangely inconsistent! 

Selene.     Not at all. 
With all their misery - with all the sin - 
With all the elements of wretchedness 
That team on that unholy world of theirs, 
They have one great and ever glorious gift 
That compensates for all they have to bear! 

 









 









During this song the Fairies, who at the commencement were scattered over the stage, have 
very gradually crept nearer and nearer to her, until, at the finish, they are grouped closely 

around her. 

Darine. Why, what have we in all our Fairyland 
To bear comparison with such a gift! 

Zayda. Oh for one hour of such a love as that, 
O'er all things paramount!  Why, after all, 
That wicked world is the true Fairyland! 

Zara Why, who can wonder that poor, erring Man 
Clings to the world, all poisoned though it be, 
When on it grows this glorious antidote! 

Zayda. And may we never love as mortals love? 

Selene. No, that can never be.  Of earthly things, 
This love of theirs ranks as the earthliest. 
We do not need it in our perfect land. 
Moreover, there's this gulf 'tween it and us - 
Only a mortal can inspire such love, 
And mortal foot may never touch our land. 

Zayda. But - is that so? 

Selene. (surprised).  Of course! 

Zayda.      Yet I have heard 
That there's a half-forgotten law which says 
That, when a fairy quits his fairy home 
To visit earth, those whom he leaves behind 
May summon from that wicked world below 
That absent fairy's mortal counterpart, 
And that that mortal counterpart may stay 
In Fairyland and fill that fairy's place 
Till he return.  Is there not some such law? 

Selene. (horrified). And if there were, wouldst put that law in force? 

Zayda. (frightened). No, not for all the love of all the world! 

Selene. A man in Fairyland!  Oh, horrible! 
He would exhale the poison of his soul, 
And we should even be as mortals are - 
Hating as man hates! 

Darine. (enthusiastically).  Loving as man loves! 

SELENE looks at her in blank surprise. 



 Too horrible!  Still – 

Selene.    Well? 

Darine.     I see a trace 
Of wisdom lurking in this ancient law. 

Selene. Where lurks that wisdom, then?  I see it not! 

 

























Selene. (reflectively).  There is some truth in this. 

Zayda.      Some truth indeed! 
Oh, terrible, dear sister, to reflect 
That to our cold and culpable neglect 
All mortal follies may be chargeable! 

Selene. (surprised).  To our neglect? 

Darine.     It may in truth be so! 

Fleta. In very truth I'm sure that it is so! 

Selene. (after a pause).  It shall be so no more!  Their sin is ours! 
But there - 'tis easy still to make amends. 
A mortal shall behold our sinless state, 
And learn the beauties of our blameless life. 
Come, let us summon mortal Ethais! 

All delighted. 

Darine. But - 

Selene.  Not a word - I am resolved to this! 

Darine But, sister - 

Selene.   Well? 

Darine. (timidly).  Why summon only one? 

Selene. Why summon more? 

Darine.    The world's incredulous; 
Let two be summoned to our sinless home; 
Then should their wondrous story be received 
With ridicule or incredulity, 
One could corroborate the other. 

Zayda.      Yes. 
Phyllon has gone with Ethais - let us call 
The mortal counterpart of Phyllon too! 

Selene. Two mortals!  Two unhappy men of sin 
In this untainted spot! 

Locrine.     Well, sister dear, 
Two Heralds of the Truth will spread the Truth 
At the least twice as rapidly as one! 



Selene. Two miserable men!  Why, one alone 
Will bring enough pollution in his wake 
To taint our happy land from end to end! 

Zayda. Then, sister, two won't make the matter worse! 

Selene. There's truth in that! 

After a pause. 

    The two shall come to us! 

All the Fairies are delighted.  SELENE looks reprovingly at them, and they at once 
become demure. 

 (severely).  We have deserved this fearful punishment! 

All the Fairies sigh. 

 Our power, I think, is limited to two? 

Locrine. Unfortunately! 

Selene.    Yes.  More might be done 
Had each of us a pupil to herself. 

 



































They fight.  The Fairies, half concealed behind portions of the set, watch the combat 
with great interest. 

Darine. What are they doing? 

Selene.    It's some game of skill. 
It's very pretty. 

Darine.    Very. 

Knights pause to take breath. 

     Oh, they've stopped! 

Phyllon. Come, come - on guard! 

Zayda.    Now they begin again! 

They fight.  The Fairies gradually move closer surrounding the knights. 

Ethais. Hold, we are overlooked! 

ETHAIS, who has turned for a moment in saying this, is severely wounded in the right 
arm. 

Selene.     You may proceed. 
We like it much! 

Darine.     You do it very well. 
Begin again! 

Ethais.     Black curses on that thrust! 
I am disabled!  Ladies, bind my wound - 
And , if it please you still to see us fight, 
We'll fight for those bright eyes and cherry lips 
Till one or both of us shall bite the dust! 

Phyllon. (aside to Ethais). 
Hold!  Call a truce till we return to earth - 
Here are bright eyes enough for both of us! 

Ethais. I don't know that!  Well, there, till we return - 
     (shaking hands). 
But, once on earth again, we will take up 
Our argument where it was broken off, 
And let thy devils whirl me where they may 
We'll reach conclusion and corollary! 

During this the Fairies show that they have been very strongly influenced by the two 
knights. 



Darine. (gazing at PHYLLON). 
Oh, fairyhood! 
How wonderfully like our Phyllon! 

Selene. (gazing in rapture at ETHAIS). Yes! 
And see - how strangely like our Ethais! 
(sighing).  Thou hast a gallant carriage, gentle knight! 

Ethais. It's little wonder that I'm like myself! 
Why I am he! 

Selene. (sighing).  No, not our Ethais! 

Ethais. In truth I am the Ethais of all 
Who are as gentle and as fair as thou! 

Selene. (tenderly). 
That's bravely said!  Thou hast a silver tongue! 
Why, what can gods be like if these be men? 

During this DARINE, ZAYDA, LOCRINE, and other Fairies show by their manner, 
that they take a tender interest in ETHAIS and PHYLLON. 

Selene. Say, dost thou come from earth or heaven? 

Ethais. (gallantly placing his arm round SELENE and DARINE). 
I think I've come from earth to heaven! 

Selene. (delighted).      Oh, didst thou hear? 
He comes from earth to heaven!  No, Ethais, 
We are but fairies: this, our native home -  
Our fairyland - rests on a cloud which floats 
Hither and thither as the breezes will. 
We see the world; yet, saving that it is 
A very wicked world, we know it not. 
But on the lands o'er which our island hangs 
We shed fair gifts of plenty and goo-will, 
Drop tears of love upon the thirsty earth 
And shower fair water on the growing grain. 
This is our mission. 

Phyllon.    'Tis a goodly one! 
But tell us now - why have you summoned us? 

Selene. Because we seek to teach you solemn truths 
That now ye wot not of, poor gentlemen! 
(tenderly).  Poor gentlemen!  Poor wayward gentlemen! 
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Selene. That form is not in vogue in Fairyland. 
Still, as it holds on earth, no doubt 'twill have 
Far greater weight with you, poor sons of earth, 
Than any formula we could impose. 

Ethais. Its weight is overpowering!  (About to kiss her). 

Selene.     But stay - 
We would not wrest this homage from you, sir. 
Or give it willingly, or not at all. 

Phyllon. Most willingly, fair Queen, we give it you! 

Selene. Good - then proceed. 

SIR ETHAIS kisses SELENE.  SIR PHYLLON kisses DARINE. 

Ethais.    There - does it not convey 
A pleasant sense of influence? 

Selene.     It does. 
(to DARINE).  Some earthly forms seem rational enough! 
(SIR ETHAIS staggers as though about to faint). 
Why, Ethais, what ails thee? 

Ethais.     Nothing grave - 
I'm weak from loss of blood.  Here, take this scarf, 
And bind it round my arm - so - have a care! 
There, that will do till I return to earth, 
Then Lutin, who's a very skilful leech, 
Shall doctor it. 

Selene. (amazed).   Didst thou say Lutin? 

Ethais.      Yes. 

Darine. How strange.  Sir Ethais has a Lutin too! 

LUTIN has entered unobserved. 

Ethais. Yes, he's my squire - a poor half-witted churl, 
Who shudders at the rustling of a leaf. 
He hath a potion that will heal my wound, 
A draught whose power works instantaneously. 
Were he here I should soon - (sees FAIRY LUTIN). 
    Why, here he is! 
By all the gods, pranked out in masquerade! 
(to LUTIN).  Give me the potion! 

Lutin.  (in amazement).    Give thee what? 
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Ethais.  (impatiently).     The draught! 
Dost thou not see my wound? 

Lutin.  (contemptuously).    I have no draught! 

Ethais. Thou scurvy rogue, 
I bade thee never leave thy home without it! 
Thy hide shall pay! 

Lutin.    Who is this insolent? 
A mortal here in Fairyland? 

Locrine.    Yes - two! 

Lutin. Who are these men? 

Selene.   The mortal counterparts 
Of Ethais and Phyllon.  Look at them! 
Dost thou not love them? 

Lutin.  (indignantly).  No! 

Cora.   How very strange! 
Why, we all loved them from the very first! 

Lutin. Is this indeed the truth? 

Darine.  (demurely). It is indeed. 
Obedient to our Queen's command, we have 
Subdued our natural antipathies.  (fondling PHYLLON). 

Zayda.  (demurely).  They are our guests, all odious though they be, 
And we must bid them welcome to our home, 
As though e'en now they were what they will be 
When they have seen what we shall be to them.  (fondling PHYLLON). 

Lutin. Be warned in time and send these mortals hence! 
Why, don't you see that in each word they speak 
They breathe of Love? 

Selene.  (enthusiastically).   They do! 

Lutin.     Why, Love's, the germ 
Of every sin that stalks upon the earth! 
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